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Protection of the Environment in Light of International
Humanitarian Law
Prepared by: Mohammad Mashhour Mustafa Mustafa
Supervised by: Dr. Bilal Hasan Al Rawashdeh
Abstract

Throughout history, the environment has suffered from the effects of International
armed conflicts. As a result, the international community has combined efforts to stipulate
many international rules to protect the environment during wars. Despite these efforts, a
problem has emerged: the ineffectiveness and inadequacy of these texts to protect the
environment, both natural and artificial, in addition to the deficiency and ambiguity that
surrounds them, which has led to the difficulty of establishing international responsibility
towards parties to the conflict that have violated international humanitarian rules and texts
related to environmental protection. This study concluded several results, most notably
that the damages affecting the environment have different characteristics from others, due
to their complex and interconnected nature. Therefore, the researcher believes that
international humanitarian texts do not contain detailed provisions regarding the
responsibility of the conflicting parties for environmental damage that take into account
the nature of these damages that affect the environment as a result of these wars.
Accordingly, the study recommended the need for international humanitarian law to
contain detailed provisions that take into account the nature and characteristics of the
damage that befalls the environment, in order to facilitate the establishment of
international responsibility on the parties to the conflict, although it would be preferable
for the international community to put pressure and seek to conclude an international
treaty that guarantees the basic protection. of the environment during International armed

conflicts.

Keywords: International Humanitarian Law, Environment, Natural Environment,

Industrial Environment
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